
 

 

 
VILLAGE of GREENWOOD LAKE 

BOARD MEETING  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025 

VILLAGE OF GREENWOOD LAKE 
PO BOX 7, 18 CHURCH STREET 
GREENWOOD LAKE, NY 10925 

 
Mayor Thomas Howley called to order the Village Board Meeting at 6:32 pm on October 15, 2025, for the Village 
of Greenwood Lake located at 18 Church Street in Greenwood Lake, NY. 
 
The following persons were present: 

• Mayor Thomas Howley 
• Trustee Chad Sellier 
• Trustee John Trazino 
• Attorney Matthew Toal 

The following persons were absent:  
• Trustee Thais Pilieri 
• Trustee Matthew Veth 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Mayor Howley opened the meeting by sharing that he recently attended the 50th anniversary celebration of Project 
Children. He explained that the program, founded in Greenwood Lake in 1975 by Denis Patrick Mulcahy and his 
brother Tom, brought children from Northern Ireland to the U.S. for six weeks to give them a break from the conflict 
there. He noted that he had the honor of traveling to Ireland to represent the Village at the anniversary gala, where a 
museum was dedicated to the program at the Peace Campus in Monaghan. The events were very well run and 
attended by about 300 people from both the American and Irish delegations. Mayor Howley said it was an honor to 
meet his counterparts in Ireland and many wonderful people, and he expressed his gratitude to Denis and the 
Mulcahy family for their remarkable work with Project Children. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

• Brianne Emsworth – Citizen of the Year Nomination 
• Brenda Wiley, Greenwood Lake Chamber of Commerce – Invitation to Fall Mixer 
• Brenda Wiley, Greenwood Lake Chamber of Commerce – Invitation to Laugh Local: Greenwood Lake 

Giggles 
 

VISITING OFFICIAL REPORTS:   
Floyd DeAngelo- no report. 
 
REPORTS OF BOARDS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
PARKS DEPARTMENT (reported by Brendan Kolesar) 

• Garbage 
• Watering 
• Mowing 
• Changed out fall decoration 
• Started fall cleanups 
• Broke down beach ropes and swim dock with pd dive team 
• Install score board donated by Lions Club 
• Working on water plant office new insulation and ceiling 
• Loaded and wrapped 14 pallets from electronic recycling day 
• Assist with setting up for Halloween festival 
• Removed a large wasp nest near the soccer field 

 
DPW (reported by Bill Roe)  
Deputy Commissioner Bill Roe reported that the DPW has been busy this month with grinding and paving work, 
and significant improvements have been made at Bennett Field. He noted that the department will soon begin 
preparing the sanders for winter. The mayor added that he’s received positive feedback about the improvements at 
Bennett Field, and Bill mentioned that they also added more infield mix to the field. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: (reported by Chief Adam Eirand)  
SEPTEMBER 2025 
This month’s report will look a little different than usual.  It will not include our regular statistical data, as we 
transitioned to our new records management system, NICHE.  At the moment, we do not have access to the 
reporting features from our previous system. Our IT staff is actively working to restore access so that we can 
provide a complete statistical update in the next monthly report. 
 
On October 1st, we implemented the NICHE records management system, which modernizes how reports and case 
data are processed.  This upgrade significantly improves efficiency, accuracy, and overall recordkeeping within the 
department. 



 

 

 
The NYS DCJS Accreditation Mid-Term Onsite Compliance Check is scheduled for October 22nd, marking the 
halfway point in our five-year accreditation cycle.  The next full accreditation review will take place in 
approximately two and a half years, when the next renewal process begins. 
 
The annual DCJS Corrections Onsite Compliance Check will follow on October 27th. This inspection focuses on 
our holding areas, operational procedures, and related policies, ensuring continued compliance with all state 
standards. 
 
Through the $400,000 DCJS Equipment Grant, we have added two new vehicles to the fleet and plan to purchase 
three more by September 2027, when the grant expires. 
 
We believe it’s important to maintain a diverse fleet with a mix of vehicle manufacturers.  This allows us to evaluate 
long-term reliability, maintenance costs, and suitability for different operational needs — from routine patrol to 
rescue and recovery operations. 
 
The department is also preparing to reapply for the DCJS Equipment Grant, and a second round of the Law 
Enforcement Technology Grant was recently announced by DCJS with more specific application parameters. 
 
Our annual Halloween Festival and Terror Trail will be held on Saturday, October 18th, beginning at 3:00 PM.  
Residents should expect increased pedestrian and vehicle traffic throughout the business district and are reminded to 
drive carefully and stay alert for children and families enjoying the festivities. 
 
As always, we thank all of you for your continued support of our police department. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS (reported by Mayor Howley in Trustee Pilieri’s absence) 
Greenwood Lake Senior Center 

• The Greenwood Lake Senior Center continues to provide essential wellness, nutrition, and social programs 
for our seniors. Weekly Lunch Wednesdays (Office for the Aging), and the Monthly Community Lunch 
hosted by the Elks Lodge. Regular activities such as bingo, Zumba, wellness sessions, and technology help 
classes (in partnership with the library) remain popular and well-attended. 

• On October 10, the Greenwood Lake Fire Department hosted a luncheon and Fire Prevention Discussion, 
which was greatly appreciated by all. We thank the Department for its ongoing dedication and service to 
our senior community. 

• Transportation Options: 
o Dial-A-Bus: Transit Orange provides rides to and from the Center; please contact the 

Center to schedule. 
o GoGoGrandparent: A free ride service for Orange County residents aged 60 and over, 

funded by the state. Seniors can book rides to medical appointments, family visits, 
community events, and voting sites. To register, call the Orange County Office for the 
Aging at 845-615-3710. 

Greenwood Lake Public Library 
• The library continues to be an active community hub offering diverse educational and cultural 

programming. Residents are encouraged to subscribe to the digital newsletter to stay informed about 
upcoming events or request printed copies by mail or in person. 

• October Highlights: 
o October 18: The Homegrown String Band (1–2 PM) – Registration required. 
o October 23: Fig-ure It Out: Mastering the Art of Growing Fig Trees. 
o October 25: Halloween Magic Show. 
o October 26: The Bob Wylde Quartet. 

• The next Library Board Meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 21, at 7:00 PM at the library. 
Greenwood Lake Chamber of Commerce 

• The Greenwood Lake Chamber of Commerce is currently hosting Restaurant Week (October 6–17), 
drawing enthusiastic participation from both residents and visitors. Our local restaurants, cafés, and eateries 
have outdone themselves with creative menus, seasonal specialties, and exceptional service that showcase 
the very best of Greenwood Lake. 

• We strongly encourage residents to treat themselves to these outstanding dining experiences and to support 
our local businesses, whose generosity and community involvement continually enrich our village. These 
establishments give back through sponsorships, donations, and volunteerism. This is our chance to return 
that support and celebrate their dedication. 

• Upcoming Events: 
o Restaurant Week: October 6–17 – Local restaurants featuring prix fixe menus and 

seasonal specials celebrating Greenwood Lake’s dining community. 
o Fall Mixer: October 22 at the Greenwood Lake Tap House – a great opportunity for 

networking and community connection. 
o Comedy Night: November 8 at the Greenwood Lake American Legion – an evening of 

fun and laughter in support of local business initiatives. 
Greenwood Lake Union Free School District 

• Both the Elementary and Middle Schools are enjoying a busy and festive fall season. 
• Key Upcoming Dates: 

o Grade 6 Ashokan Trip: Completed October 8–10. 



 

 

o Progress Reports: Are going home the week of October 20. 
o Pink Out Day: October 24. 
o Red Ribbon Week: October 27–31. 
o High School Choice Visits: 

ü Chester – November 10 
ü Warwick – November 12 

Trustee Sellier: 
Building Department (September 2025) 
Fees Collected: $11,733 (+12.1%) 
88% of the fees are attributed to Building Permit and Inspection fees 
Building Permits: $8,998 
Inspection Fees: $1,400 
  
New Permit Activity: 29 (+61%) 
Building activity cost of construction (improvements and new construction): ~ $755K (+250%) 
23 new permits opened 
6 permits granted certificates 
   
Building Permits closed out: 14 (-26%) 
Certificates of Compliance: 13 
Certificate of Occupancy: 1 
Complaints: 0 
Village Code Violations: 0 
 
ZBA/Planning 

• One meeting held in September, one application on the agenda 
o Section 306, Block 13, Lot 29: proposal for construction of a gas station with two fuel 

dispensers, accessory canopy, and associated improvements 
o Current site uses includes a convenience store and strip mall-type business 
o Current zoning district is Highway Commercial 
o Application was deemed incomplete at this time 
o Applicant instructed to return to the ZBA once DEC/DOT feedback is received and 

revised engineering plans are available 
o No public comment at this meeting 

• Tentative dates for October are October 15th and October 28th located at Village Hall, 18 Church Street 
starting at 7:30 

 Comprehensive Plan Committee 
• Comp Plan Committee is scheduled to meet Monday, October 20 to continue work on the visioning 

statement. 
• Next steps for the committee include: 

o Vision Statement 
o Topics, Goals, and Recommendations 

• At this month’s meeting, we will be planning for a workshop later in the year where we will invite the 
public in to drill down on the key themes that came out of the work of the subcommittees and public survey 

• Survey remains open with a November target date to close the public survey 
o Reminder it is accessible on the village website and on flyers with the QR code at 

businesses throughout the village 
o 22 questions, and should take about 10minutes to complete 
o Demographic questions (age, relationship to village, how long have you lived here, do 

you intend to live here in the next 5 fives) 
o Current view and future vision of the village as both a resident and business owner 

around housing and access to goods and services 
o Open ended questions about what you love and what you think the challenges are with 

the village 
• Areas of focus sub committees will be using the survey data and public workshop to incorporate into the 

visioning process for the Comp plan 
o DoCom (Downtown Cohesiveness, Design, Marketing) 
o C-Ped (Economic Development & Community Partnerships) 
o TREF (Transportation, Pedestrian Safety, Recreation, Family & Housing) 
o Environmental Sustainability 

 Around the Village 
• Mind Matters – Mental Health & Depression Awareness Event on Sunday, October 26, 2025, 11am – 

3pm at Ben Winstanley Park (CVS field) 
o The event is a collaborative effort spearheaded by Warwick Valley High School senior, 

Aina Sellier, in collaboration with Warwick Cares Mental Health Initiatives, and with the 
support of the Town of Warwick, Greenwood Lake, and the Warwick Prevention 
Coalition.  



 

 

o The family-friendly event will feature wellness organizations, civic groups, food vendors, 
DJ music, performers, and various activities featuring speakers and resources where you 
can learn about mental health services and support available in our community. 

o Through the event Mind Matters, the aim is to help people recognize that therapy is not a 
"one size fits all," and that there are a variety of ways to tackle mental health, as well as 
how connection with others, the feeling of not being alone truly helps individuals realize 
there is a better path for them. That path being their own individual journey – Quote from 
Aina Sellier.  

 
Mayor Howley added that the young woman leading this project, is the daughter of Trustee Sellier’s daughter. He 
commended her for taking the initiative to bring such an important issue to the attention of both the Village and the 
Town. The mayor praised her leadership and awareness at such a young age, noting the significance of promoting 
mental health and suicide prevention. He thanked Aina on behalf of the Village and said they look forward to seeing 
her at the event. 
 
Trustee Trazino: 
Trustee Trazino reported that the monthly emergency service statistics for the Greenwood Lake Ambulance Corps 
and Fire Department are not yet finalized and will be presented at the next meeting. He thanked Chief Irwin for 
addressing all aspects of Halloween safety and noted that the Police Department, Fire Department, and EMS will be 
participating in the upcoming Halloween Festival and Terror Trail. 
 
He reminded residents that the fire ban is ending but urged everyone to continue exercising caution, as conditions 
remain dry and windy. Trustee Trazino also advised hikers and hunters to be careful in the woods, noting that last 
year’s fires may have weakened trees and ground areas, creating potential hazards. He encouraged everyone to use 
good judgment, remain vigilant, and let others know their plans and expected return times when venturing into the 
woods. 
 
Attorney Report – Matthew Toal: Nothing to report. 
 
Clerk’s Report- (reported by Holly Brown in Katheleen Holder’s absence):   
Water bills are due by October 24th without penalty and tax bills not paid by October 31st will be re levied onto 
town and county bills.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Skate Park/Pump Track: The final paperwork is nearly complete, and the village expects to issue a request for 
proposals soon. The project is finally moving forward, with construction anticipated to begin in early spring if all 
goes as planned. Although the process has taken time, significant work has been happening behind the scenes, and 
progress is now taking shape. 
Paving: The mayor reported that extensive paving work was completed over the past couple of weeks and thanked 
Warwick DPW Commissioner Ben Astorino for coordinating the effort. He said the work was done very well, 
noting that he inspected every road and was pleased with the results. Resident feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with only a few minor comments. The paving company was professional, worked within the village’s 
schedule, and delivered excellent results. The next step will be adding road striping and double yellow lines, which 
will wrap up this year’s paving projects. The mayor added that any residents with concerns should contact Village 
Hall for assistance. 
Leaf and Brush Pickup: The mayor reminded residents that leaf pickup will continue on Thursdays. In addition, 
the DPW facility by Lions Field will remain open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon through November and into 
early December, depending on weather and leaf conditions. Village residents (no commercial contractors) can bring 
leaves in pickup trucks during those hours. 
Restaurant Week: The mayor noted that Restaurant Week concludes on the 17th and encouraged residents to take 
advantage of the remaining days. He said he’d heard it was a successful event, with excellent feedback on the 
participating restaurants’ prix fixe menus and pricing, and expressed hope that it will become an annual tradition. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Lake, Parks, and Beach: The mayor reported that the beaches have been fully winterized, with docks and ropes 
removed. The Village is preparing a proposal for a New York State SWIMS grant to fund capital improvements at 
the beach, including building upgrades, paving, and enhancing handicap accessibility. He also thanked the Lions 
Club for their donation of a new sign at Francis Field and praised the Village crew, led by Brendan, for installing it, 
noting that small improvements like these make a meaningful difference. 
 
EVENTS:         

a) Zoning Board Meeting tentative dates for October and November are October 28th, November 
11th, and November 25th the October located at Village Hall, 18 Church Street starting at 7:30 
PM. 

b) Farmer’s Market – Saturday mornings through October 25th, 9 AM – 1:00 PM, located at 
Winstanley Park, 133 Windermere Avenue. 

c) Leaf & Brush Drop-Off – Starting Saturday mornings, through November 15th, 9 AM to 12 PM, 
October 4th through November 15th, at the DPW, located at 70 Elm Street 

d) Greenwood Lake Restaurant Week – through October 17th, locations vary please see Greenwood 
Lake Chamber of Commerce for more information. 

e) Halloween Festival - Saturday, October 18, located throughout village starting at 3 pm until 10 
PM. 



 

 

f) Mind Matters – Mental Health & Depression Awareness Event – October 26h from 11 AM – 3 
PM located at Ben Winstanley Park on Windermere Avenue.   

g) Halloween Curfew – October 30th and October 31st starting at 8 pm.  
h) Laugh Local: Greenwood Lake Giggles – presented by the Greenwood Lake Chamber of 

Commerce on Saturday, November 8th from 6:30 PM to 11 PM located at American Legion Post 
1443, 40 Mountain Lakes Lane. 

 
PRIVILIGE OF THE FLOOR: 
Jim Clifford, 27 Main Drive, clarified a misconception about park access, noting that a pass is only required for 
swimming events or when the beach is open; at other times (October through May), residents can freely use the 
park. Mayor Howley confirmed that the park is open to everyone, even during swimming season, as long as visitors 
aren’t using the beach. Jim suggested the Village website clarify this, and the mayor agreed to consider it. Jim also 
mentioned that the Cub Scouts will be selling hot chocolate at the upcoming Terror Trail event. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
Resolution #30: Setting the date, time, and location of the 2026 Village Election. Motion made by Trustee Trazino 
and seconded by Trustee Sellier. 3 Ayes- Mayor Howley, Trustee Trazino, Trustee Sellier. Absent: Trustee Pilieri 
and Trustee Veth. 
 
Resolution #31: Resolution regarding SEQRA actions for the Pump Track Project within Winstanley Park. Motion 
made by Trustee Sellier and seconded by Trustee Trazino. 3 Ayes- Mayor Howley, Trustee Trazino, Trustee Sellier. 
Absent: Trustee Pilieri and Trustee Veth. 
 
APPROVAL TO PAY ALL AUDITED BILLS: 
Motion made by Trustee Sellier and seconded by Trustee Trazino. 3 Ayes- Mayor Howley, Trustee Trazino, Trustee 
Sellier. Absent: Trustee Pilieri and Trustee Veth. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Trustee Trazino and seconded by Trustee Sellier to approve minutes from the Septmeber 24, 2025, 
Village Board Meeting. 3 Ayes- Mayor Howley, Trustee Trazino, Trustee Sellier. Absent: Trustee Pilieri and 
Trustee Veth. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn Village Board Meeting by Trustee Sellier at 7:06pm and seconded by Trustee Trazino. 3 Ayes- 
Mayor Howley, Trustee Trazino, Trustee Sellier. Absent: Trustee Pilieri and Trustee Veth. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by  
 
 
 
Katheleen Holder 
Village Clerk 
 
The next meeting will be November 19, 2025, at 6:00pm at the Courthouse on Waterstone Road, Greenwood 
Lake, NY 10925. 


